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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 





PARTICIPANTS: President Nguyen Van Thieu 

Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker 

TIME & PLACE: November 3, 1972, Independence Palace, 

. Saigon, Viet-Nam 


1. In my meeting with President Thieu on November 3, I informed 
Tiim of the matters we will take up at the next round of Paris meet- 
ings and the modifications we will ask for in the draft agreement. 

2. Thieu commented that U. S. support is obviously essential, but 
the GVN is in a dilemma - the question is how the GVN solves its 
problem and at the same time keeps the support of the U. S. Any 
solution which compromises the future of South Viet-Nam would re- 
sult in the- fall of any South Vietnamese government. The question 
is how to maintain the stability of the situation in South Viet-Nam 
and the morale of the people. People are fearful of a leopard spot 
solution. 

3. Thieu said that he has tried to explain the difference between a 
leopard spot solution and a cease-fire in place; that the war must 
be terminated by a standstill cease-fire but that what happens later 
depends on negotiations. The subsequent political solution will 
provide for the manner in which the NLF can be integrated into the 
political structure. If the communists remain where they are with- 
out such integration, they will cause great uneasiness and disquiet. 

People are fearful because they have seen too many atrocities com- 
mitted by the communists. 

ft 

4. I said that, 1 as Dr. Kissinger had assured him, we plan to do 
' our utmost to secure changes in the agreement on matters that are 

of concern to him. 

5. Thieu said that the political problems are capable of solution, 
there are a good many alternatives and these can be discussed. 

On the other hand, withdrawal of NVA forces is crucial. The 
problem, however, is a pragmatic one and need not necessarily 
be spelled out in the agreement. A de facto withdrawal would be 
acceptable. Thieu commented that the NVA have at least 100,000 
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troops in VC units - guerrilla and regional forces - in addition 
to the figure of 143,000 which the JGS carries as the number of 
NVA forces in South Viet-Nam. 

6. Thieu said that in 1956, North Vietnamese forces in South 
Viet-Nam were only one-twentieth of the number now in country. 

If the NVA withdraws, a political solution will be much easier, 
people will be less apprehensive, and can be persuaded to be more 
conciliatory. 

7. I remarked that the agreement calls for a redaction of forces 
and this will inevitably lead to a reduction in the number of NVA 
personnel in country. 

m 

8. Thieu replied that Hanoi will not let North Vietnamese who are 
demobilized return north and the question is whether they can be 
absorbed in the south. North Viet-Nam has inserted troops into 
VC units in order to maintain their control and to strengthen 
morale of the VC who are more relaxed and easy-going than the 
NVA. The NLF can easily be accommodated, southern communists 
will accept accommodation and the NVA realizes and fears this. 

Thieu expressed the view that except for some extremists the great 
majority of the NLF would like to get free from the North Vietnamese 
yoke . 
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